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PEEDSEDETS PESE-LSSIE 


The Firſt Step, 


BEING 


My Paper tothe Biſhop. 


My Lord, 


HE Deſign of this Paper is Unionbe” 

| tween the Moderate Biſhop, and Sober 
Nonconformiſt ; and there is but one 

Rule muſt be laid down in order thereunto, ſup- 
poling both ſenſible that an endeavour after Con- 
cord as Brethren in the (ame Reformed Religion, 1s 
an undeniable Duty, and that a wilful neglect of 
it cannot be anſwered to God by either Party, 
whoſoever of them ſhall be found in defaule, The 
Rule is this, that the Nonconformiſt be ready to do 
in the {incerity of his Conſcience what he can, and 
that our of the like Conſcience ro God. the Biſhop 
then does bear with him in what he cannot, art lealk 


' fo farl hope axthe Law and the Goroernment, or his 
b B Dury 


(2), 
Duty.thereunto, accordi g to his own private Judg- 
ment of diſcrexiot, will give way. 


The Noncotiformiſt is to conlider well the im- 


portance of ſuch Texts as require Subjeion to the 
Higher Powers, and he 1s out of Conſcience: to the 
Fifth Commaiidment to comply with their Injunctions 
to the uttermoſt that may give ſatisfaction, ſo far 
as he can withoutſin. The Biſhop is to conſider 
the import of ſuch Texts as tell us what a dange- 
rous thing it is to give occaſion to the doubtful ro 
do any thing againſt their Conſciences ; and he is 
out of Conſcience to the Sixth Commandment (for 
fear of deſtroying him for whom Chriſt died ) to take 
heed as he would of his life, to put a man upon 
any more than he is convinced he can ſafely do. 
When the Nonoonformift now does what he can, the 
Law of God-will bear:him out in that which he 
forbears, and if-he ſuffers, he hath peace in his 
Soul. Tf che Biſhop likewiſe ſhall receive a man 
pon this accoutt,asone that carinot require more 
of him, leſt he wound his weak Confaence, and fo ſins 
agahnſt Chriſt, 1doubt not but the Law of Charity 
and Mercy, thats, the Law which is Gods, will ju- 
ſtifie him alſo as co whatſoever hefalls ſhort inthe 
fulfilling the Law of Man. 


- Aris erne if the Biſhpp diſpenſeth, and the Now © 


conformiſt exceeds, the penalty may be ſued, if there 


be 


we 


(3) 
be any, and any body be ſq affected. Ic is Law (1 
ſuppoſe) im Foro Civil, and we muſt never Refi : 
but it is no Law in Foro Dei, or Conſcientie, for 
the Authority of thoſe greater Laws of Nature and 
Relizion, dow: ſuperſede the Execution, ſothar there 
i5 no guilc (as ro God's fight I mean) contracted 
in the omiſſion. God ſays, Thou ſhalt not do 
any thing which will deftroy thy Brother, or 
wound his Conſcience. The Law ſays, Thou ſhale 
put him to do thus, and not diſpenſe with him. 
Whom ſhall the good Biſhop chule to obey, the 
Law of his God, or the Statutes of the Realm ? 

Having therefore thus propoſed the Rule, x will 
proceed to Practice. 

There are two things ( My Lord ) neceſlary for 
me by the 4& for Un;formity, to obtain a liberty of 
the Pulpic. The one 1s I muſt read: before the Bi- 
ſhop the 39 Articles and aflent to them, and you 
mult give me a Licenſe; when I hayegot this,lmay 
be ſent to Gaol if I fublcribe not the Declaration in - 
the ſaid A&,and thar is the 2dthing then I muſt do 
likewiſe. If 1 do this alſo, your Lordſhip muſt 
give me a Certificate and that with my Licenſe will 
ſerve,ſo that I count thenno man can and .no friend 
will put a bar to my Preaching, where I am 
peaceably delireg. 

Indeed there -is the Declaration of Aſſent and 
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(4) 
conſent required farther of ſuch as have any prefer- 
ment in the Church, bur if I ſeek nothing but Li- 
berty to Preach, .chis cannot be impoſed, becaufe 
| have no Place ro make ir in, according to the Act, 
and [ muſt therefore in all points elſe be dealt wich 
no otherwiſe than a perfect Conformiſt. 

Now fot my doing theſe two things ({uppo- 
ſing my ſelf willing to do both ſo far as I car, and 
your Lordſhip willing to condelcend tro me in 
what Tcannot,) I do apprehend that in reading the 
Articles, I may take leave as I'go along ro make 
my explication of any Article, and if my ſenſe be 
fuch as is agreeable to your Lordfhips Judgmear, 
or at leaſt what you judg fit to be allowed, you 
may paſs me as to the Articles; and if you will 
then afford me the like liberty of Explication in 
Subſcribing the Declaration allo, I have no more to 
do but to ſer down my explications of the one and 
the other, and leave both to your Lordſhips candour 
and conſcience to receive me or reject me, as it ſhall 
pleaſe Godand your Lordſhip. 


I begin with the Articles. 


The Thirty nine Articles of the Church I re- 
ceive as Articles: for - Concord, (according to the - 
Title) and not as Articles of Faith, and I fuppole 
my {elf therefore not tyed up to the a—_ 
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(s) 

ſenſe of the Impoſer (as I think we are in Laws) 
but to be allowed the liberty of a Doctoral Inter- 
pretation; . That is, whereas in a Convocation 
every Doctor there (or Member - thereof) is ſup- 
*poled orgranted, in paſſing ſuch Articles or Ca- 
nons to abound in his owa ſenſe, ſo long as he 
can but reconcile the words to it. Ler a man 
make any rational conſtruction of an Article 
which 1s agreeable either ro the preciſe words (for 
that he may well think to be the mind” of ſome or 
other of the Doctors,) or to the ſenſe which he be- 
lieves to be the meaning of the major part, though 
varying from the words (for that, above any, 
when it can, is.to be embrac'd) it is ſufficient (T1. 
count) in point of Conſcience, for his Aſſent to 
the ſame. Neither do I by an Afent to a thing 
according to my preſent Judgment, ſhut up-my : 
underſtanding from receiving and owning any far- 
ther, or other Truth, whereof I ſhall be onvinced 
hereafter. This liberty being foreprized, I do - 
declare my unfeigned Aſſent to the ſaid Articles, 
with thele Explications or Cautions, 


Art, J+ I allent to the Words, As pert tlyy = 


they are Scripture, and my Creed, þ",1G @ i to be be 
but I am uncertain of the mean-. keved, chat be wens 
mg. 2 | down into Hel. 


Att, 4. 


(s) 

_ Art. 4+ That' Chriſt aroſe 
and aſcended with his proper 
fleſh and bones, it 1s certain, yet 
whether upon his entring into 
the heavenly glory ( as Enoch 
and Elias) this fleſh and bones of 
his were not transformed into a 
ſpiritual body, I do queſtion, ſee- 
ing the Apoſtle tells us expreſly, 
That fleſh 
Heaven, We may refer this fle 


Chrift did truly riſe 
apain from death,” and 
took again his body, 
oa fleſh, bones, and 
all things appertaink 
fo the ME iow 
mans Nature, where- 
with he aſcended into 
Heaven, and there fit- 
teth, until be return 
Juage all men at the 

day. 


and blood canmot inherit the Kingdom of 


and bones theres 


fore to his Riſog and Aſcenſion, but leave it in dubio 


in regard to his Sitting in Heaven, 

Art. 6. By | Church 1 un- 
derſtand the whole Catholick 
Church, or this Church of Eng- 
land ; for it is evident that there 
hath been doubt made of ſome 
Books in our Canon by Antient 
Particular Churches and Fathers, 

Art. 8. The word | the- 
rowly | 1 underftand only in re- 
gard to the Articles of thoſe 
Creeds, not in regardto theProem 
and Conclufton of the Athanaſian 
Rucungue wilt, which is incanfi- 


In the name of the 
Holy Scripture, we do 
underftand thoſe Cano* 
nical Books of the Old 
and new Teſtament, of 
whoſe Authority was 
never any doubt in 
the Church. 


The Three Creeds, 
Nice Creed, Athana- 
fius's Creed, and that 
which is commonly 
called the Apeſtles 
Creed, ought" therowly 
to be recerved and be 
lieved: for they 
be proved by wnſ ter-. 


tain Warrants of Holy Scripture,.” i! 


ſtent 


(7) 


ral Religion. 


Art, 10. By the words | no 
power] and | canmot ] I underſtand 
a Moral power and impotency, 
which lyes in ſuch a diſpoſition, 4 
as that a man never will, without » 
the ſpecial grace of God : bur 
A as if we had no power 
ax all char is Phyſical; or as if the 
rerms of the Covenant of Grace 
were Impoſuble to any. 


Art. 41. By the words| Faith 
only | 1 underſtand what Par 
means by { Faith without works | 
that is, Faith in oppoſition ro 
works, that would make the re- 
ward to be of debt, and not of 
grace, . or to works of the Law, 
works which the Law requires 
to Juſtification ( which none 


have, and if any be juſtihed at 


ſtent Ihold with the Goodnels of God, and Natu- 


The condition of man 
after the Fall or 
is ſuch, that 
turn and pre pare \ 
al by rg = natural 

rags and good 
to Faith, _ 

calling upon God : 
IWherefore we have no 
power to do paced 
works SR and ac- 
ceptable to God, with 
out the Grace of God 
by Chriff preventing 
ws, that we may have 


« yood will, and working with us when we have that good will 


We are acconnted 
righteous before God 
only for the merit of 
our Lord and Saviour 
Feſws Chriff by Faith, 
and not for our own 
warks or deſervings : 
Wherefore that we are 
Juftified by Faith only, 
is a moſ® wholſom Do- 
tirine, and very full of 
comfort, as more large- 
ly is expreſſed in the 
Homily of Fuſt fication. 


all, ic muſt be therefor Without them, not in apps. 


' nor 


(8). 


not %rs, that he. accounts us righteous, yer 15 our 
Faith, Repentance, and ſincere Obedience, the 
condition upon which he does it; or rather the 
Righteouſneſs it ſelf, which upon che account of 
Chriſt's deſerving, he accepts unto life everlaſting, 


Art. 13. When good works 
done before grace are [aid to have 
the nature of ſm, I underſtand that 
tho ſuch works are good quoad 
operis ſubſtantiam, yer they are 
evil quoad modum quo ordinantur 
ad vitam 4ternam,and conſequent- 
ly when they are ſaid not to be 
pleaſant unto God, I underſtand, 
not acceptable unto Salyation. 
T judg that the doing what we 
can through the ſtrength oof free 


will, and common grace, is not 


Works done before 
the grace of Chriſt, and 
the mſpiration of bis 
Spirit, are not pleaſant 
to God, foraſmuch as 
they [pring not of Faith 
in TFeſns Chriſt neither 
do they make men meet 
fo receive grace, (or as 
the School- Authors ſay) 
deſerve grace of con- 
gruity : yea,rather for 
that th'y are not 
as God bath willed and 
commanded them to 
be done, we doubt net 
but they have the na- 


ture of fin, 


to be diſcouraged, and to be held in ſome good 
ſenſe preparatory to ſaving Converſion ; yet be- 


cauſe there is no full promiſe made thereunto as 
the condition of obtaining that grace which is /pe- 
cial, it is truly ſaid, that ſuch works do not mike 
us meet for receiving, or do not of congruity de- 
fjerve the lame. 


Art, 


(9) 


Art, 16, 17. 1 apprehend 
the Church here does follow 
St. Auſtin in the Points of Ele- 
ftion and Perſeverance ; and when 
it is ſaid, that, after we have re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt, we may de- 
part from grace given, it muſt be 
underſtood ſo, as that the Ele&t 
for all that, ſhaf never final 


fall away, but ſhall infallibly reco- 


ver, and be ſaved. 


may depart from grace given, and fall into ſin 


Predeſftination to life is 
the everlaſting purpoſe 
of God, whereby (before 
the foundations of the 
world were laid) he 
bath conſtantly decreed 


by his Counſel, ſecret to 


us , to deliver from 
eurſe and damnation 
thoſe whom he bath 
choſen in Chriſt out of 
mankind, and to bring 
them by Chriſt to ever- 
laſting Salvation, as 
Veſſels made to honour, 
After we have reces- 
ved the Holy Ghoſt ,we 
; and by the prace of 


God ( we may) ariſe again, and amend our lives, 


Art. 18.1 obſerve the Church 
hath but one Anathema in all her 
Articles, and that ſeems to be de- 
nounced here againſt all thoſe 
who do, or ſhall hold-that any 
perſons can be ſaved that are not 
Chriſtians,as it the Death of Chriſt, 
or benefits thereof, and the know- 
ledge of bim were commenſurate 


through the world. But God 


They are to be 
hag accurſed, that pre- 
ſume to ſay that every 
man ſhall be ſaved by 
the Law or Sett which 
be profeſſeth, ſo that he 
be diligent to frame hus 
life according to that 
Law, and the light of 
nature. For holy Scrip- 
ture doth ſet out unto us 
only the name of Teſus 
Chriſt whereby men 
muſt be ſaved, 


forbid! I am our of doubt that God hath a'Go- 
vernment over all mankind, which is Moral in or- 
der to Lite and Salvation, and that the inſtrument 


C 


of 
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of that Government muſt be the Law of Grace(the 
Law of Inmocency becoming in the ſtate of Lapſed 
Nature, uncapable of that end ) which being at 
firſt promulgated to Adam after his Fall, and to 
Noab, muſt belong to all their Poſtericy, infomuch 
as every one (whoſoever he be) that lives up in ſin- 
cerity to this Law, according to that adminiſtra- 
tion of it he is under, ſhall be ſaved. For my Af- 
ſent then to this Article, 1 do deſire the word | by] 
may be eſpecially noted. I could nor affent to 
this Article, if it were | in the Law or Sett he profeſ- 
ſeth, but being [ by,] I hold plainly, that if a 
Heathen, or any Perſon that never heard the Goſ- 
pel, repents of his fin, and truſts ro a good God, 
and lives up tothe Law (or Covenant) of Grace ac- 
cording to the firſt Edition of it, (I ſay, if any ſuch in- 
deed do, Rom. 2. 26. AF. 10. 35.) and thereby 
comes to be ſaved, it is by the Chriſtian Religion 
which he implicitely holds in the ſubſtance with us, 
and not | by the Law ex Sect that he profeſſeth | that he 
is ſaved. And thisSalvation of his is in and through 
the Name and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, no leſs 
than ours is, who procured that Law for them 
and all the World, as well as for Abraham and the 
Jews under the Old, and for usunder the New Tefta- 


ment, 


Art. 


(11) 
Art. 20. The Church I think 7h Church bath 
hath | Power to Decree Rites or nnntfect and ro 
Ceremonies, | that is, ſome Rites, #bority in controverſies 
not any whatſoever, provided % © _ 
ſhe uſes due caution, not placing matter of Wor- 
ſhip or Neceflity,much leſs Merit or Juſtification 
in them, nor ſcandalizing her Members thereby, 
and not impoſing them, when they need not,as con- 
ditions of her Communion : Yet if ſhe does ſo, 
and the Impoſition be unlawful, if thoſe Rites or 
Ceremonies be not ſinful in themſelves, we cannot 
(I apprehend) refuſe our ſubmiſſion for all that, ſo 
long as the Supream Power confirms the ſame. As 
gain the Church hath authority in controverſies of 
Faith, not to make any new Articles thereof, for 
chat were Antichriſtian: but upon mature debate 
to judge what points are de fide (or neceſlary accor- 
ding to theScripture to be received) and what not: 
Only this authority when ſhe hath done, is Miniſte- 


rial, or Declarative , not Conſtitutive of duty, 
as Chriſt's the Lawgiver's is, and as Princes, or the 
Supream Magiſtrates in his Sphear is ſo alſo. The 
Clergy in their Convocation is to order and ſettle them, 
having firſt obtained leave under our broad Seal ſo todo, 
and we approving their ſaid Ordinances, lays the King in 
his Declaration before theſe Articles. 


C32 Art. 
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Art. 34. I aflent to this Ar- 
ticle as parallel with the laſt 
mentioned, and [I gain-lay nor, 
bur the open breakers of the 
Churches Traditions or Ceremonies 
may be reproved for the lake 
of others: Yer in regard that 
ſome of. theſe Traditions or 
Ceremonies may be repugnant 
to the Werd of God in the juag- 
ment of ſome men, which are 
not to others , I apprehend 
both that the reaſons ot ſuch 
ought to be heard, and that we 


cannot condemn any for aCting 


Whoſoever through 
bis private judgment, 
willingly and purpoſel 
doth openly break a 4 
Traditions and . Cere- 
monies of the Church , 
which be not repugnant 
to the Word of God, and 
be ordained and appro- 
ved by common authori- 
ty, ought to be rebuked 
openly, (that others may 
for ro do the like) as 
he that off endeth againſt 
the common order of the 
Church, and hurteth the 
authority of the Ma- 
giſtrate, and woundeth 
the conſciences of the 
weak brethren, 


lo among others, 


25 to have always 2Care never to do any thing a- 


gainſt Conſcience for Company. 


Art. 35. I receive this 4rticle 
09 an implicite faich, and Idelire 


The ſecond Book of 
Homlies, the ſeveral ti- 
tles whereof we have 


that may ſerve, becauſe I have joned under this Arts 


not read over the Homies, and 
cannot allent any otherwiſe 
therefore, till 1 have. 


cle, doth contain a godly 
and whelſome Do&rine, 
and neceſſary for theſe 
times,as doth jo former 
book of Homilies, which 


were ſet forth in the time of Edward the ſixth : and therefore we judge 
them to be read in Churches by the Miniſters diligemly, and dif mh, 


that they may be underſtanded of the people. 


Art. 3 6- 
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Art. 36. T underſtand by 7% 50k. of Conſe. 
Superflition and Ungodlineſs ons ho 
Srperfetion and Hngoc meſs, EWO and Biſhops, and orde- 
particular Species of that which 7g o PIES 
. p _ cons, late t forth 1 
is nfl. 1 dare not lay that there ;,1, 2... LE Fog 
is nothing at all in the whole ſixth,and confirmed ar 
Book of Conlecration and Or- *** /#m*, time by au- 

: thority of Parliament, 
ders here mentioned, that is {1n- doth contain all things 
ful: The Article does nor (ay ſo, "17 to ſuch Coe 

/ .? cration and Ordering : 
but thar there 15 not any thing im neither bath it any thin 
t th, ; ti » That of it ſelf is ſuper- 
it that of it ſelf 1s Superſtitions 01 prendke x. w/xaf 
Ungodly, thar is, linful upon the 
account of either of theſe particular ſpecies of ſin. 
And to this I think 1 may aflent, ar leaſt after { 
have added this caution, that theſe Articles were 
agreed upon in the year 15 62. and new publiſhed 
by King James, and that this book thereiore mult 
be underſtood of the old book in his time, and noc 
of the book as it is of late altered with the newPreface 
put to it, wherein there is one thing elpecially 
(which I paſs here nameleſs) roo too hard for my 
Approbation. 

Having thus given myExplication, with whatl pre- 
miſed before it,ic is fit I make yet ſome Jittle farther 
apolozy for this liberty. There isa threefold Interpre- 
zation according to Suarez, in his excellent Book De 
Legibus : An Authentick, Uſual, and Doftoral (T think 
he calls it Doftrinal) interpretation, TI haye explai- 

| ned 


(14) 
ned two of the terms in the beginning,and the third 
' needs no explanation,and I need not it. Theſe Arti- 
cles of theChurch Iſuppoſe to be ſubſcribed general- 
ly with chis preſumption that we may uſe a Dofo- 
ral Interpretation; but the queſtion indeed may be 
whether a mancan ſtri&ly in point of Conſcience 
give his aſſent, or ſubſcribe to any Article, unleſs 
he believe it to be true in the Authentick ſenſe, or 
meaning of the Impoſers, Imult confeſs I have had 
ſuch an impreſſion on my mind, that unleſs 7be- 
lieve an Article in that ſenſe, which Trake to be the 
ſenſe of the majority of the Convocation that paſled 
the Articles, I could not chooſe but {cruple the de- 
claring my aflent to it for fear of a Lye ; and yet 
do I find that an Hſher and Hammond, the Arminians 
and Calviniſts do {ubſcribe the ſame Articles with- 
out making any ſcruple about their diverſity of in- 
terpretation.. 1 find allo that in the Council of 
Trent the Doors difter'd in moſt points, yet as 
ſoon as they were bur contrived into ſuch words as 
might ſalve the contrary opinions , they paſſed 
them as unanimous in the Council, writing after 
one again{another,and citing the Council for them 
on both ſides. There is this diflerence therefore 
ſeems reaſonable to be made between a Law and a 
Dofttrinal Theſis for eſtabliſhing conſent m the matter of 
Religion;That when the one mult be taken ſtill in 
the 


Fo 
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the Authentick, the other is to be conſtrued in a 
Doftoral interpretation. I have intimated it before, 
Imuſt now give my reaſon, which is alſo ſaid,but 
not applied. It is becaule the authority of a Laws 
girver 1s Magiſterial or Imperaticve, that conſtitutes 
duty, and his will is uncontroulable : but the Paſtors 
authority, or Convent of Biſhops and Preſbyters,for 
agreement in points of DoCtrine,is Miniſterial and 
Declarative only (I may ule the ſame terms I hope 
T have before, and nauſeate no body) obliging not, 
niſt ſententia non errante, or no farther than they be 
agreeable to Gods Word ; and while every one does 
judge of that, there muſt be a diverſity of interpre- 
ration, it being not equal that ſo many Articles 
ſhould be ſubſcribed by all, but upon that ſuppo- 
ſition. T1 never could be ſatisfied therefore with 
that coming off which is propoſed by ſome great 
and ingenious men (luch as Chillingworth) as ſuff- 
cient tor ſubſcribing thele Articles, that they un- 
derſtand nothing elle by it, but an obligation not 
to preach br write againſt them. A gloſs both- 
too laxe, becauſe they do not ſubſcribe, I engage ne- 
Ver to Write or preach againſt the Articles, a"! pro- 
fels their unfeigned aſſent to them, and" this be 
underſtood of the Authentick ſenſe, they cannot 
profeſs it : and too ſtreight, becauſe, when they 


preach upon any ſuch point, they will ſpeak (do 
what - 


(1 


what they can) according to their own Opinion, 
and ſo break their Engagement. It were to be 
wiſhed therefore, that if-ever we have a Convoca- 
tion that Sits to do any thing, they would pals 
ſome ſuch New Canon (moſt fit to be decreed) as 
may declare that the Articles and Homilies of the 
Church are not required to be ſubſcribed, bur with 
this freedom of a Dottoral interpretation. Were 
ſuch a liberty authorized by an 4# of Parliament, 
or Convocation, the conſcience were put out of * 
doubt :1n the mean while when others are ſatisfied 
with the reaſonablenels of the thing, whether it be 
authorized or not, I finding my ſelf in doubt about 
ir, am forced to this courſe, which isto ſecure my 
peace by my aforeſaid Explication, and my fore- 
prized declaration concerning the Kiatter. 


[ proceed now to the Subſcription, or Declaration 
required to be ſubſcribed by the AF, 

Underſtanding by taking 4rms, railing War, or 
joyning in it, and by theKing, his Sacred Perſon 
and Authority, I ſubſcribe the firſt clauſe thereof, 
That it 1s Fw to take Arms againſt the King upon 
any pretene®What ſoe-ver. | 

Underſtanding the word abbor, in a cool ſenſe 
[-I diſclaim, ] and by the Commiſſunated thoſe who 
have, and purſue their Commiſſuns according to Law, 
I ſubs 


- 
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1 ſubſcribe the Second Clauſe of it; And that I do 
abhor that Traiterous Poſition of taking Arms by his Ate 
thority (or by Eaw, that is, upon pretence of it, for - 
the Poſition elſe is impoſſible) againſt his Perſon, or 
againſt thoſe that are Commiſſionated by him. 

The Third Clauſe I take to be an Indefinite 
Promiſe of uſing Common Prayer, which in the 
main 1 am not againſt : And I do therefore ſub- 
ſcribe, that if Thave a Publick Charge or Cure of 
Souls, I ſhall in the ordinary conſtant Lords Day Ser- 
vice, ordinarily, by my ſelf, or by my Aſſiſtant, 
according to the uſage of the Church, Rebus fic 
ſtantibus, Conform to the Liturgy of the Church of 
England as it is now by Law eſtabliſhed. 

Whether this be the ſenſe of the Law-giver al- 
together, it may be a doubt : but in this CG fin 
poling it to be ſo, or with theſe limitations there- 
unto, if it be otherwiſe, I ſet my name. 
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The Second Step, 


BEING 
A leſſer Requeſt, the former not obtained. 


T was the policy of the Contrivers of the AF 


for Uniformity, that thole Mmiſters who were . 


engaged\in the late times on the MR 
fide by taking the Covenant, ſhould renounce it, 
be debarred the liberty of their Miniſtry for 
twenty Jears, accounting 1 ſuppoſe that if any ſit- 
pervived that tme, there conld 'be no danger ih 
their re-admiſfion, There was 4 clauſe therefore 
in the Subſcription beſides thoſe before-going, which 
concern'd the Covenant, and was the ſorelt part of this 
munttion, abiding in force till the laſt year, and 
then it expired, Ic was believed that many of the 
Nonconforngts upon the expiration would have 
flocked in, and ſubſcribed, but I know not of any 
Who took the Covenant, but my ſelf only who took it not, 
that have made any tryal upon that occaſion. Ne- 
. yertheleſs to proceed in what I haye begun, having 


wrote 


LIMI 
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Wrote this Paper, and prelented it tothe Biſhop 
the laſt year (1682) when that clauſe ceaſed, I 
think good this year (1683) to Print ir, upon the 
account enſuing, 

Ido apprehend there is a kind of univerſal 
guilt upon the Conformiſt (ſome few alwaies ex: 
cepted) in receiving our late 4mpoſitions hand over 
head, as they did, which they ſhould rather have 
all refuled a3 one man, and required explanation. 
How many were there prepared ( the good God 
youchl(afe us all a {139t of our fins, and forgive 
them) to declare their aſſent and conſent to all and 

every thing in a bo% before they ſaw it, at leaſt 
read it wich any examination as they [hould have 
done ? How many more were there yet more 
forward to ſubſcribe a Declaratiom, wherein there 
were ſo many hard things to be ſwallowed, be- 
fore any had wrote abou them, or themſelves able 
to digelt ſcarce any one branch of it? Ic was their 
intereſt tocomply, but how they could declare and 
fabſcribe fo ſoon ( or perhaps can yer ) in Truth, 
Judgment and Righteouſneſs, the Lord knows. 

On the other fide, I am no leſs ſenfible of a 
preat deal of weakneſs and prejudice among, out 
brethren, in judging things ſinful that are not, and 
conſequently Superfhtion in placing tear-and dan- 
per in ſuchchings. There is beſides; no little con- 
D 2 ceired= 
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ceitedneſs of ſome mens being more holy than the” 
Conformift, and conſequently Pride, Uncharitableneſs, 
Judging of others ; and if any Perſons ſhall /eparate 
from the publick on {inful grounds, it is reallySchiſm, 
and in real Schiſm how many evils are there in- 
cluded ? 

In thiscaſe of Sin and Scandal, which we ſee on 
both ſides, I would fain know what way there is 

for any of us to eſcape, but by following the rule 
| Lhavelaid down. 

On the poiat of Sin. If I aſſent to the Articles, 
and ſubſcribe the Declaration wichout an Explication, 
then dol aſſent to what I think true, and what E 
think net true in thole Articles, and I ſubſcribe that 
which [rake to be the good ſenſe, and that which is 
alſo the bad ſenſe of the Declaration, which ſeems 
unlawful to be done, as what neither becomes a 
good Chriſtian, or true Engliſh-man : But it 1 aſſent 
and ſubſcribe with an Explication, then do 1 aſſent 
only to what 1 judg true in thoſe Articles, and 1 
ſubſcribe only the good ſenſe of the Declaration, which 
ſeems notonly what is lawful, but fit to be done, 
both as a Chriſtian, and good Subjeft, who is to be 
Loyal to the Government of the Nation, 

On the point of Scandal. If 1 ſhall aſſent and 
lubſcribe as others, withour any Caution, Limita- 
tion, or Explication, then ſhall I (quantum ad me) 

| harden 
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harden the Conformiſt (who hath Conformed blind- 
ly) in his {1n and impenitence, and draw the Nan- 
conformift (who judgeth it unlawful ) to do that 
which is againſt his Conſcience by my Example. 
If 1do nothing, or not endeavour what 7 can, 1 
nurſe up my Brethren in thoſe Eyvils before-men- 
tioned, and give occaſion to the Conformiſt to ſay, 
Theſe men can do thus and thus, more than they 
do; and ſeeing they are ſuch peevith, obſtinate 
perſons, we do well to ſubmit to all that is En- 
joyned our ſelves, and perſecute them, and fo do 
I become a /kumbling-block to the one, and to the 
other : Bur it 1 aſſent and ſubſcribe with Explication; 
(that is, do as much, and only what 7 can) then do [I 
deliver my own Soul, neither partaking with my Bres 
thren in theſe Evils out of which I ſtrive to bring 
them by my Example, nor give occaſton to the Con- 
formiſt of any hardning,who ſeeing in me a regard 
to Authority, together with a care of my Cgnſci- 
ence in my Explications,he may come to be judged im 
his own Thoughts; and being ready perhaps then to 
hearken to any ingenuousAdmonition,ſo long as it 
15 tendred in ſuch a way as is not affected, .or done 
with preference of my Underſtanding or Piety 
above his, but with Humility, and ſenſe of my 
own failings, at leaft in many other things where- / 
in he ſo much excels me, he may be brought (the 


oc 
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- good Spirit of God graciouſly aſliſting) to that Re- 
pentance which is meet towards God, and that Recon- 
ciliation towards us, which we ſeek with him. 

And now if my Dioceſan, or Metropolitan (which 
I would chule rather) or any other Biſhop (they re- 
fuſing) will vouchſafe me only this condeſcenſjon 
in ſubſcribing the Declaration, to ſpeak to their 
\ Regiſter, that in ſetting my name to his Book, T 
may have leave to do it in thele words, 4ccordin 
to a Paper delivered in by me to the Biſhop T ſubſcribe, 1 
{eeno reaſon but I may put my name to his Book, 
as well as to this Paper ; and any other may do (o 
roo, giving in the ſame, or ſo much of it (tor all 
our Nonconformits have not their Exceptions alike) 
as bimſelt needs. 

| would urge the Argument of Naamans Ser- 
vants. If the Nonconformiſts required ſome great 
thing of the Biſhops, for us to come in and unite 
with them (eſpecially under our common danger) 
world not they do it * and will they refuſe us fo 
{mall a matter ? If none of them for all chat will 
be got to grant us this, then muſt I commit the 
Cauſe of the Nonconfornuſts to Almighty God,to be 
Judy therein between them and us in this matter. 


THE 
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The Appendix, 


My Judgment about coming to Church, 
and the Caſe of Private Meetings. 


Efore Ileave my Province, I think fic to re- 
B flect a little on what 7 have ſaid, in refe- 
renceto my Brethren of the Nonconform- 
ing Party, who will be apt, many of them, to 
be offended at me, that I, who am one of them, 
{ſhould be lo indifferent to either fide, as 1 appear, 
which if it be a fault, I confeſs it; I am guilty of 
that impartiality or writing without reſpe& of 
perſons, which1'cannot help ; and if that faulc will 
make the Epiſcopal Party bear with me more equal- 
ly than my Brethren, 1 think they delerve ro be 
blamed. p 
Indeed 1hope that as for the 'moſt parc of che 
Diflenters, it is our of the true Fear of God char they 
chuſe che way wherein they go ; but though I 
think that Fear of: God ro be true, I'think it not 
pure andunmixt withour Hrronr, and withour Smper- 
fection. - 
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feftion. They think (I will ſuppoſe, for I mean not 
as.to all of them) the going to Church uulawful, 
and therefore ſet '\up Meetings : As they do this 
then,becaulſe they are afraid to fin, it is the Fear of 
Gad ; but as there is Errour in this Fear, doubting 
of that to be fin which is none, this Fear turns to 
Superſtition, and Superſtition can be no good 
ground for any thing a man does. The evil they 
tear being no evil, the cauſe for what they do is no 
cauſe, and to ſeparate from the Church without a 
cauſe, I hold to be Schiſm. 

For my own part I am perſuaded in my Con- 
ſcience that it is lawful to go to a Meeting,and laws» 
ful ro goto Church, and I am ſorry we have ſuch a 
company of ſuperſtitious folks of both ſides; Men 
and Women of the Conformiſts that think it a ſin to 
g0to a Meeting, and of the Nonconformiſt that thinks 
he ſins if he go to Church, when there is no Com- 
munionof Chriſtians whatſoever, where the Eſlen- 
tials of Chriſtianity are, but to ſeparate from them 
without a cauſe, whether on one {ide or other, is 
Schiſm. I lay not that' every Conformiſt therefore 
that goes to Church, and never to a Meetme, does in- 
cur this guile, becauſe, though he be locally neyer at a 
Meeting, yet does he not mentally ſeparate from the 
Meeters,who holds them for all that to be trneChri- 
ſtians, and counts it no fin to joyn with'them in 
Com- 


, 
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Communion, if he hygl reaſon : Only he is himſelf 
well Tatisfied with the Service of the Church, and he 
hath ng reaſon for His going otherwhere. Ir is not 
ſo on þ part of the Nonconformiſt;there is a Com+ 
mand of the Magiſtrate, that he ſhall come to 
Church, & if he does not,he'mult have ſome more 
prevailing reaſon or 'cauſe that will juſtifie his re- 
fuſing ic, or elſe his Separation being cauſleſs (1 
muſt till ſay) cannot bur be {1n, and conſequently 
Schiſm. If this pleaſe ſome;it may-be I'{hall iſ 
pleaſe them in whatl ſay next; and if irdiſpleaſe 
ſome, I may next pleaſe them ; bur I ſpeak my 
Conſcience. A Perſon is ſet apart for the Office of 
the Miniſtry ; he being not able to conform, js pro» 
hibired to Preach in Publick ; having a Call in Pri- 
vate,he Preaches ia a Meeting; what is there in 
this, which the Apoſtles own caſe does not juſtifie ? 
Whether it be meet to obey God or man,qudge ye. I think 
moreover, that the Commiſſion of Chriſt which 
warrants a Mmiſters Preaching, does alſo warrant 
the Hearers;becauſe Preachingand Hearing are Relas 
ta, which will mutually draw one another. I muſt 
add, it ſome good men farther, out of a ſenſe of 
wrong to the Ejected, do think themſelves bound 
to come ſometimes and hear ſuch Miniſters for ac- 
knowledging their Miniſtry, and delivering their 
Souls from participation ot the guilt of thoſe that 
Ejected 
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Ejected them (eſpecially ikghey were heretofore 
their own-Paſtors) [cake chis to be {0 much more 
Chriſtian, and juſtifiable before God. Bur if theſe 
Miuſters and People do judg the Pariſh-Church no 
true Church,or that it isa ſm to go thither(not having 
any Exception which. is particalar, but what reaches 
all Parochial Congregations) and upon that ground 
ſer up their Meetings, I do not ſee (this ground. of 
theirs being a miſtaken ground, or this cauſe for 
their Separation being fuch as will not hold,and con- 
ſequently nocauſe) how they can be juſtified from 
the aforeſaid Imputation. 

For the Mmiſter to Preach (Imuſt inculcate) up- 
on the account of Chiiſts CommiſSion, preferring his 
Maſters Aithority before Mans, that is,upon the plea 
of greater duty, and for the People to come to hear 
by virtue of the ſame Commiſſion, upon the ſame 
plea ſtill of farther (or greater) Edification (as men 
go ordinarily to hear other Miniſters than their 
own) not in a way of Separation from the Publick 
Miniſters or Pariſh-Churches, but in Conjunttion 
withthem.(ſpeaking ſtill ſo far as concerns God's - 
word )1 do maintain lawful : But if any of my 
Brethren do offer another Plea that muſt draw 
with it a ſeparation from the Pariſh Church, whe- 
ther it be that of holding ſuch Churches to be no 
true Churches, or that the Church does impole ſuch 
| things 
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things as conditions of her Ordmary, Conſtant Lay-coms 
munion which are ſmful or intolerable, As I am of 
Opinion; that they can make no ſuch plea good ; 
ſo mult I heartily adviſe themto take heed, becauſe 
if they do ſtand upon ſuch a one, their Separation 
being without cauſe, if the Pariſh-Churches be true 
Churches,and it be no fin to go tothem,they know 
the Charge lyes againſt them. I will add, To ſe- 
parate from any Church, upon a rea[dn common 
to others, as becauſe we have a Liturgy, or the like, 
is virtually to ſeparate from all that have one, and 
- conſequently from the moſt of Churches in all 
Ages of the World. 

The truth is, there igluch an impreſſion got on 
as imaginations of ſome of the Diſſenters, that if 
they ſhould come in to the Church ſo as to be ſub- 

je& to the Hierarchy, and ſubmit to her preſent Im- 
poſitions; nay,if they ſhall but touch with the Confor- 
grift almoſt in any thing,though only to go to Church 
with them, and take the Sacrament here Thich: et 
as to Lay-confoftmity is in effe&t indeed Ki ) 
they are afraid, as i it were the receiving upon 
them the Mark of the Beaſt (I mean, the doing ſome 
very horrid thing they know not well elſe what) 
and wefe therefore to be caſt remedileſs into,.the 


« 


Lake of Firt: " A bulineſs teally of very. Jad conſe- 
quenceto out ſelves at home, as exteeding ſcanid» 
| #E 2 lous 
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lous to the Reformed Churches abroad, who have 
their L uurgies and Ceremonies as we have, and per- 
haps ſome or other of them leſs innocent thanthi: 
of the Church of England. 

Bur I will ask ck What think we of Bradford, 
Philpor, Latimer Ridley,Craner and the reſt that (uf- 
fered in Q. Mary's time ? Were there not amongſt 
theſe holy Martyrsan Archbiſhop and Biſhips,and did 
not they goordinarily to Church,and receive the Sa- 
crament according to the Liturgy as we do, and ad 
mit of all the Impolttions beſides in King Edward's 
days? Nay,what think we of the old Nonconformiſts 
in Q. Elizabeth's and K. James his time, who, though 
they laid down their Miniſtry rather than to con- 
form ro ſome tavpolicionsafterwards,did yer main- 
tain Communion with the Pariſh- Churches all 
their days ? Did any of theſe now, or all theſe re- 
ceive the Mark in their right hands, or in their fore- 
heads by this means? And muſt they therefore 
be everlaſtingly damined ?* | 

T argue”: 'Thereceiving the Mark in the Revela- 
tions muſtbe a cerraighe becauſe the receiver is 
| caſt i into. Hell for it. But'tq obey the Law, or to 
conform only lo far as we can Coobich is the Rule 
of theſe Papers) is the duty gf every man, 8 no in. 

A; po if receiving theſe lmpoſitions be recei- 
gs the Matk; ic mult be the promiſcuous receli- 
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ving them, without caution, (which to: beware of 
is the endof theſe Papers) or againſt Conſcience, 
that i{M{infully. receiving them : Bur to receive 
them (as I here propole) with Explication (which is 
to receive them no otherwiſe. but ſo as they-may 
and ought to be received) is to get a vittory over 
the Mark, avoiding the fin-in:the doing. 

I muſt confeſs am ſorry. that I have need to 
ſay thus nauch,I wiſhIhad not ; but there are ſome 
odd minds, ſome vehement Revelation-men, ſome 
melancholy Spirits, andTam much aſſured that 
ſuch a conception 1 ſpeak of is not uncommon to 
ſuch. As for tholethat never liad any ſuch kind of 
thought, but have their rational Exceptions, it will 
yet be well even for them,when they ſhall be able 
ro get off their proper Objections, ſo as to come 
honeſtly to Church, with a Judgment that is ſariſ+ 
fied, and notonly to avoid the Law; to be ſecured 
from this alſo after they have-done; who can tell 
what impreſſion the ſuggeſtions of a mans own 
heart, if troubled, or the words of another upon oc- 
caſion may lay upon him ? And as for ſuch as are 
for diſputing the Point, if they can produce thoſe 
Arguments as will prove-that the church hath in- 
deed impoſed any thing as the condition of her Or- 
dinary Communion, which is {inful and intolerable, - 
& thoſe Arguments be ſound,then muſt I acknows 
ledge. 
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ledge the Schiſm which is made by their Separa- 
tion from her Communion through thole finful 
Impoſitions,nauſt be imputed to her, & the\Church 
of England is the Schiſmatick till ſhe removes them : 
But if thoſeArguments be not ſufficient or unſound, 
then muſt the Schiſm whicty is made, be impu 
rothem. For if the cauſe upon which they ſeggrate 
be found. no cauſe (and an inſufficient one is none) 
I muſt aflert ſtill, that the Separation, here con- 
ceived being cauſleſs, rault be Schiſm. 

But what if ithe Schiſm ? There are many ſuch 
Miniſters,and ſuch People, who are rivetted in the 
belief, that the Pariſh-Churches are no true 
Churches, or atyleaſtgythat ic 1s (in to gothither, 
and what ſhall theſe do? 1 anſwer, I n&d not 
ſtand to ſay firſtwhat all will, that theſe men are 
to-lay down their Exrour, and {o come to Church, 
asthe only way to eſcape fin; but ſeeing they can 
never be convinced of that, I muſt ſay, thergare 
degrees of Sin and Schilm, and the NearefFvil 
mult be moſt carefully ſhyn'd. Toſet up Meetings 
upon the account theſe do,is ſtn,is Schiſm,1 take it : 
but co hold no Meetings at all, and leave off the 
Aſſembling themſelves together, ſo as to rob God 
of his Worſhip altogether, this is certainly more 
ſinful, more wicked, more intolerable. "It appears 
conſequently in the iſlue,that a — 
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ſtand ſuch a one as is meet, or of ſuch as are Tole- 
rable) is evenalmolt as neceſſary to be granted by 
His Majeſty and a Parliament, when we have'\ne, 
25 a conſtant and continued Pardon from God Al- 
mighty is to this poor divided Nation. 

Not that I deny bur there may be Reaſons for the 
Meetings of Diſſenter (and perhaps very many) that 
will hold, and cannot be gainlaid ; and when Iſay 
that ſeparating from the Church upon ſuch 

rounds as draw ill conſequences after it, and will 
not hold,is Schiſm,l do not ſay that every meer local 
Separation from the Pariſh-Meeting when there is 
cauſe, is ſo, who am ſenſible what a Scare-crow hath 
been made of that bare word only, as Mr. Hales 
bath obſerved. Suppole a man ftands upon his li- 
berty from God and Nature, to chuſe his own Paſtor 
for the benefic of his Soul, as his own Phyſician for 
the health of his Body, and ſo uſing thole means 
which he finds molt conducive to his own edifica- 


' tion, he firs down with ſuch or ſuch a Meeting for his 


ated Communion, when yet he refuſes not to go 
to Church, maintaining occaſional Communion alſo 
with his Pariſh, I will not deny but ſuch a man hath 
reaſon. 1ndeed, if he quite leavethe church, I ſhall 
ſuſpect,according to my PrincipleMthat his ground 
is not gogd, and that is all one as that he hath none. 
You will ſay, if I go to Church, I muſt own the 


Pariſh, and I muſt own the Dioceſs,and | muſt own 
the 
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the Biſhop,and his Government. I anfwer,and ſo you 
may ; but it is not neceſſary that you own them as 
of vine Right, which others I ſuppoſe do. Upon 
chat Hypotheſis I mult confeſs I do not ſee how any 
Separation from the Church (unleſs in caſe of ſome- 
thing impoſed that is/irful) could ve juſtifiable,and 
the Conformiſts therefore taking up that Principle, 
do generally condemn all Meetings, accuſing them 
without diſcrimination of Schiſm : But it is one 
- thing toown the Pariſh-Church, the Dioceſs, the 
Biſhop, & Epiſcopal Government according to Law, 
and another to own them as of Divine Inſtitution. 

| apprehend thay, Particular Congregations, where 
there is a Paſtor and Flock conjoyned for theWorſhip 
of God, & carrying on an holy lite,are theChurches 
of ch-iſts appointment,and that every Miniſter of ſuch 
a particular People hath a power of Governing 
them,as well as Teaching them, derived to him from 
Chriſt being Epiſcopus Gregis,by vitne of his Office, & 
if any thenſhall go to ſer up an Epiſcopus Paſtortm, 
a Biſhop of che Diocels to diveſt him that is Paſtor 
of a particular Congregation .( or the Miniſter of 
the Pariſh ) of that Authoricy which Chriſt hath 
committed to him for governing his Flock (which 
he that makes@ Dvce/s to be the only Church of 
_- Apoſtolical Inſticution,and the Deoceſan the ſole Paſtor, 
muſt do) let him conſider what he undertakes, lee- 


ing the burden which is hereby laid on the Biſhop, 


and 
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and the account he muſt make at the great day for 
the Souls of ſo many he takes no particular care 
at all of, is intolerable. 

I will own the Biſhop and his Regiment, bur not to 
the denial of the Miniſters. I will own a Dieceſs, 
but not to the unchurching Particular Congregations. 
There is another conſideration therefore to be had 
of the Church than this here underſtood, and that is, 
as it is National, and the King the Head of ir. The 
Church asNational is divided into twoProvinces, and 
theſe into twenty fix Dioceſſes,and they into ſo ma- 
ny thouſand Pariſhes, The Pariſh-Church confiſts 
of a Particular Congregation, which is therefore a 
Church of Chriſts appomtment, and the Authority or 
Regiment the Miniſter, Paſtor, or Biſhop of tuch 
a Flock hath, is derived from Chriſt, The Authori- 
ty the Diceſan hath is derived from the King. The 
King makes the Biſhops (he might make them if 
he pleaſed,as Henry cheEighth byCommiſsion) and he 
is the Fountain of their Honour , for they have Ba- 
ronies,and upon that account fit in the Lords Houſe; 
and if we may look on them accordingly as hisO0f- 
ficers,to exercile no other Authority as Dioceſans, 
but what they derive from him, then, As the Regi- 
ment of the Biſhop, and of the Paſtors are of a diffe- 
rent kind, (the Poweror Regiment of the Paſtor 
being internal,or in ſacris, and formally Eccleſiaſtical, 
flowing immediately trom Chriſt,but theRegi _ 
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of the Biſhop external, or circa ſacra, that 1s, objeFiive- 
by Ecclehiaftical, deriving from the Ameg,) ſo muft 
the Authority or Government ol the one be crmula- 
tive to, and not deſtruSive of the other. 
And this isa Notion, which methinks ſhould not 
be hard of entrance to the Conformiſt or Nonconfor- 
miſt, On the one ſide the Biſhop ſhould receive ir, 
becauſe it grants him his Honour, Dignity, and 
great Revenues upon a clear and open foundation, 
and it lightens his care and work. The Office of a 
Biſhop upon this Fhpotheſis may be diſcharged as 
that of any other Magiſtrate under the King : But 
the Office of the Dioceſan upon the other Fhpotheſis 
is acharge hecan never perform, and if he live in 
the negligence of what he thinks his duty, and that 
wilfully, all hislife, how can he be ſaved ? On the 
other ſide the Nonconformiſt ſhould receive it, be- 
cauſe it opens his Eyes, & lets him ſee how he may 
be ſubje& to the Biſhop, as he isto the Ame and 
the otherMagiſtrates under him,wichout moleſtation 
to his Cenſcience. And this ſhould be the Stone 
which 1 would lay for the Foundation -( if ever a 
Parliament w@pld build upon ic) of a ſound and 
laſting Pack in the Nation. Whather this 
tends, let che: Reader ſee farther in the- twelfth 
Section of that univerſally Learned(ort of Geiitle= 
mans late Book call'd The Samaritan. 
f FINIS. 


An Advertiſement from the Book(eller, 


Here is a late new Book, Intituled, 4 Private Pſ/alrer, compor 

ſed by the ſame Hand thar wrote theſe ſheets, which being e 
Dewotional Book,is put in a fair Character for the ſake of aged Eyes, 
and fold by me,whorn the Reader may find out by the Title page. 


Thomas Parkhurſt, 


An Addition from the Author. 


'J Pon the mention of this Book I have theſs few words to ſubjryu 
concerning the {ame: If I can judg any thing m Divinity,there 
haraly any matter of more near importance to the moſt of ſerionsChriſti- 
ans than this one thing, to wit, to be ſolidly informed what to do, or 
how to live, and ſupport the Soul under the caſe when it hath examined 
it[elf, and is im conflitt and doubt whether it be in a ſtate of Gods fa- 
vour, which is all one as whether it be {incere or not. They that are 
light Chriſtians, do- often taik of their aſſurance, when the more 
weighty Chriſtians are ready to droop and hang the head, as the ears of 
Corn do that are fulleſt. 

In the laſt Settion of the evening Office of that Private Plalter,*there 
is a Determmation de induſtria of this caſe, according as I was able to 
admit Inſtrution with Devotion into my Deſign. 1 am ſenſible of the 
ſmallneſs of my Talent, and the greatneſs he Concern, and that 
whatſoever is peculiar, is in danger to be defteCtive, twho muſt confeſs 
my genius bath led me to the ſeeking 8 middle reſolution in this great 
Pradical caſe,in regard to Life and Comfort, as it bath uſually done in 
the matter of polemical Opinions. And for the ſake of this caſe more 
eſpecially was that Book printed. 

If eny worthy Perſon therefore of the Conforming A4miſtry, who 
hath a Pen accompliſhed with the ffile of the Times (whoſe fluency, or 
command of words may make the task eaſy to him, which would be bur- 
denſomie to me) will take the [eniſe only,or matter of that uf Setion,l 
mean the full and whole ſenſe of it, though nothing elſe purely but what 
3s there hinted,and enlarge it into aTreatiſe of a cowvement Leafen,et 
he ſhall we upon a ſubject to exerciſe his parts, which I think like tobe 
profitable to moſt Chriſtians, eſpecially to ſuch as ate of 4 tender Spirit, 
and ſolicitons about t heir Spiritual eſtate, ſo if he will bring it tothe 
Bookſeller, above intimated, to put it into the Preſs, he will not be 


wungrateful to hims, I ſmppoſe, for bis Copy, | | 
John Humtfrey. 
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